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This Marist Poll Reports: 
 
All eyes will be on the NCAA Final Four this weekend.  But, when it comes to recruiting and 
training practices, do college sports’ programs break NCAA rules?  A majority of sports fans 
nationally -- 55% -- think it is common practice to act outside of the regulations while 35% 
believe it is not common practice.  10% are unsure. 
 
This Marist Poll has been done in conjunction with The Marist College Center for Sports 
Communication. 
 
There’s been a lot of debate about the type of compensation top college athletes should 
receive, and now, sports fans are weighing in.  Nearly seven in ten sports fans nationally -- 
68% -- believe athletes should only receive scholarships.  27% think these athletes should 
be given both a scholarship and a salary while only 5% report college athletes should be 
given neither a scholarship nor monetary compensation. 
 
What about college coaches?  Nearly six in ten sports fans -- 57% -- believe coaches of top 
college sports’ programs should be paid less than coaches in professional sports.  39% 
think they should receive about the same pay as coaches of professional sports teams while 
only 4% say they should be paid more.   
 
“While paying college athletes isn't largely supported, it seems that a majority also feel that 
college coaches shouldn't be compensated as highly either,” says Dr. Keith Strudler, 
Director of The Marist College Center for Sports Communication.   
 
Nearly six in ten adults nationally -- 58% -- are sports fans while 42% say they are not.  This 
is little changed from when Marist last reported this question in December.  At that time, 
61% of residents said they were sports fans. 
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Number of NCAA Men’s Basketball Teams on Target, Say Fans 
 
The NCAA basketball tournament may be heading into the Final Four, but the men’s 
tournament starts out with 68 teams, and according to 78% of college basketball fans, that 
number hits the mark.  18%, however, think there are too many teams while 4% believe 
there are too few.   
 
Just how many adults nationally are college basketball fans?  43% follow the sport, at least, 
to some extent.  This includes 9% who watch a great deal of the sport, 9% who follow it a 
good amount, and 25% who tune in a little.  However, a majority -- 56% -- does not follow 
college basketball at all.   
 
From the Court to the Field: College Football Fans Want a Playoff System 
 
Could college football’s Bowl Championship Series become a thing of the past?  More than 
two-thirds of college football fans nationally -- 68% -- believe it’s a good idea to replace the 
current system with a playoff system.  One in five -- 20% -- says changing the system is a 
bad idea, and 12% are unsure. 
 
46% of adults nationally, however, are not college football fans while 54% call themselves 
fans.  Included here are 15% who watch college football a great deal, 11% who follow the 
sport a good amount, and 28% who catch a little of it. 
 
About Keith Strudler, Ph.D. 
 
Strudler, Ph.D., is the director of the Marist College Center for Sports Communication.  Dr. 
Strudler founded Marist’s popular concentration in sports communication in 2002, now one 
of the nation’s largest in the discipline.  He studies and teaches in the areas of sports media, 
sport and society, and sports reporting and information.  Dr. Strudler also writes weekly 
sports commentary for WAMC, an NPR radio station in Albany, NY. 
 



How the Survey was Conducted 
 

Nature of the Sample: Marist National Poll of 1,080 Adults 
 
This survey of 1,080 adults was conducted on March 20th through March 22nd, 2012.  Adults 18 years of 
age and older residing in the continental United States were interviewed by telephone. Telephone 
numbers were selected based upon a list of telephone exchanges from throughout the nation. The 
exchanges were selected to ensure that each region was represented in proportion to its population. To 
increase coverage, this land-line sample was supplemented by respondents reached through random 
dialing of cell phone numbers. The two samples were then combined. Results are statistically 
significant within ±3.0 percentage points. There are 620 sports fans.  The results for this subset are 
statistically significant within ±4.0 percentage points. There are 581 college football fans and 474 
college basketball fans.  The results for these subsets are statistically significant within ±4.0 percentage 
points and ±4.5 percentage points, respectively. The error margin increases for cross-tabulations.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Nature of the Sample: National Survey 
 

 

 

 

National Adults Sports Fans College Football Fans College Basketball Fans
Col % Col % Col % Col %
100%
57% 100%
54% 100%
44% 100%

Northeast 18% 19% 15% 19%
Midwest 22% 22% 23% 22%
South 37% 37% 41% 41%
West 23% 21% 21% 18%
Less than $50,000 49% 45% 44% 45%
$50,000 or more 51% 55% 56% 55%
Not college graduate 62% 58% 56% 55%
College graduate 38% 42% 44% 45%
Under 45 38% 36% 31% 30%
45 or older 62% 64% 69% 70%
18 to 29 18% 15% 13% 12%
30 to 44 20% 20% 18% 18%
45 to 59 38% 39% 41% 42%
60 or older 25% 26% 28% 27%
White 68% 67% 70% 67%
Non-white 32% 33% 30% 33%
Men 49% 55% 58% 57%
Women 51% 45% 42% 43%
Landline 74% 74% 74% 75%
Cell Phone 26% 26% 26% 25%

Sports Fans
College Football Fans
College Basketball Fans

Marist Poll National Adults: Interviews conducted March 20th through 22nd, 2012, N=1080 MOE +/- 3.0 percentage points. Sports Fans: N=620 
MOE +/- 4.0 percentage points. College Football Fans: N=581 MOE +/- 4.0 percentage points. College Basketball Fans: N=474 MOE +/- 4.5 percentage 
points. Totals may not add to 100% due to rounding.
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Nature of the Sample - National Survey



  
Sports Fans 

Asked of Adults 
Question Wording: Do you consider yourself to be a sports fan, or not? 
 
 

 
  



Compensation for Top College Athletes 
Asked of Sports Fans 

Question Wording: Which comes closest to your view: Top college athletes who play for their college teams: 
 

 
 
 
 
  



Salaries for Coaches of Top College Sports Programs 
Asked of Sports Fans 

Question Wording: What about college coaches, do you think coaches of top college sports programs should 
be paid more than coaches in professional sports, paid less, or paid about the same amount as coaches in 
professional sports? 
 

 
 
  



College Sports Programs Recruiting Practices 
Asked of Sports Fans 

Question Wording: When recruiting and training college athletes, do you think it is a common practice or not 
a common practice for college sports programs to break NCAA rules? 
 

 
 
  



College Football Fans 
Asked of Adults 

Question Wording: Do you watch or follow college football: 
 

 
 
  



Idea to Change College Football Bowl Championship Series to Playoff System 
Asked of College Football Fans 

Question Wording: Do you think replacing the current Bowl Championship Series in college football with a 
playoff system to pick a national champion, like college basketball is a: 
 

 
 
  



College Basketball Fans 
Asked of Adults 

Question Wording: Do you watch or follow college basketball: 
 

 
 
  



Number of Teams in NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament 
Asked of College Basketball Fans 

Question Wording: The current NCAA men's basketball tournament starts with 68 teams.  Do you think this is 
too many, too few, or about the right number? 
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